
 

 

Assessment and Reporting Overview 
Philosophy of Assessment 

At Stonyhurst International School Penang, assessment is an integral part of effective teaching and 
learning. It allows teachers to understand how pupils are progressing, identify strengths and areas for 
development, and ensure that every pupil is supported and challenged appropriately. 

Our approach to assessment is designed to: 

● support high-quality teaching and learning 
 

● monitor pupil progress and attainment 
 

● provide meaningful feedback to pupils and parents 
 

● guide future learning and academic development 
 

● ensure pupils are well prepared for external examinations. 

Assessment at Stonyhurst is continuous and reflective. Teachers regularly evaluate pupils’ 
understanding and use this information to adapt their teaching, ensuring that learning experiences 
meet the needs of all pupils. 

Types of Assessment 

Teachers use a variety of assessment methods across the school to build a clear and accurate picture 
of each pupil’s progress. 

These include: 

Formative Assessment 



Formative assessment takes place during lessons and throughout units of work. It helps teachers 
understand how well pupils are grasping new concepts and allows them to adjust teaching 
accordingly. 

Examples include: 

● questioning and discussion 
 

● classwork and learning activities 
 

● teacher feedback on work 
 

● reflection and self-assessment 
 

● peer collaboration and review. 

This ongoing assessment supports pupils in developing confidence, independence, and a deeper 
understanding of their learning. 

Summative Assessment 

Summative assessment provides opportunities for pupils to demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding at key points during the academic year. 

These assessments may include: 

● end-of-unit assessments 
 

● projects or coursework 
 

● internally set examinations 
 

● externally standardised assessments where appropriate. 

Summative assessment helps teachers monitor attainment and ensure that pupils are progressing 
appropriately through the curriculum. Not all summative assessment results are published directly to 
parents, particularly where standardised tests are used for benchmarking internal parctices and no 
revision or preparation is required.  

Monitoring Pupil Progress 

Monitoring pupil progress is a shared responsibility across the school. Teachers regularly review 
assessment information to ensure pupils are making appropriate progress in their learning. 

This monitoring allows staff to: 

● identify pupils who may benefit from additional support 
 



● provide additional challenge where appropriate 
 

● ensure that teaching strategies remain effective 
 

● maintain high expectations for all pupils. 

Where necessary, appropriate support or intervention may be implemented to ensure pupils are able 
to achieve their potential. 

Approaches to Learning 

In addition to academic attainment, Stonyhurst recognises the importance of pupils’ attitudes 
towards learning. 

Teachers, therefore, also consider how pupils engage with their learning, including areas such as: 

● participation and engagement in lessons 
 

● organisation and independent learning 
 

● collaboration and contribution to the school community. 

These aspects of learning reflect the school’s wider educational mission and support the 
development of pupils as confident, thoughtful, and responsible learners. 

Reporting to Parents 

Parents are regularly informed about their child’s progress through a combination of written reports, 
consultation meetings, and ongoing communication with teachers. 

Throughout the academic year, parents may receive: 

● written academic reports 
 

● interim progress updates 
 

● invitations to parent-teacher consultation meetings 
 

● communication from teachers or tutors where appropriate. 

Reports provide information about: 

● pupil attainment 
 

● progress in relation to expectations 
 



● attitudes to learning 
 

● areas of strength and next steps for development. 

The school values strong partnerships with parents and encourages open communication regarding 
pupil progress and wellbeing. 

External Examinations 

In the Senior School, pupils work towards internationally recognised qualifications. 

These include: 

● Cambridge IGCSE examinations 
 

● International AS and A-Level qualifications 

These qualifications provide pupils with clear academic pathways to universities worldwide and are 
recognised internationally for their academic rigour. 

Teachers support pupils in preparing for these examinations through carefully structured courses and 
ongoing assessment of progress. 

Inclusive Assessment 

Stonyhurst International School Penang is committed to ensuring that all pupils are able to access 
assessment opportunities fairly and appropriately. 

Where pupils have additional learning needs, appropriate adjustments may be made to ensure 
assessments accurately reflect their abilities and learning progress. These arrangements are made in 
accordance with the school’s inclusion policies and the requirements of external examination boards 
where applicable. 

Further Information 

The school maintains a detailed Assessment and Reporting Policy which outlines the full 
operational framework used by teachers across the school to monitor pupil progress and support 
learning. 

This policy contains internal procedures and systems used within the school and is therefore 
available to current parents via the Stonyhurst Parent Portal / Parent Drive (accessible 
to parents). 

Parents who would like further information about their child’s progress or about assessment 
practices at the school are encouraged to contact their child’s teacher or the relevant Heads of 
Academic (Junior or Senior). 
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