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Stonyhurst International School Penang Curriculum Policy 

 

Our Vision 

At Stonyhurst International School Penang, our curriculum nurtures young people to become men 
and women for others, developing their full potential in the spirit of the Jesuit virtues. Guided by the 
Ignatian pedagogy of context, experience, reflection, action, and evaluation, our curriculum provides 
a dynamic, holistic, and values-driven education that encourages lifelong learning and service. 

Curriculum Structure 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS):  

In the EYFS, we provide a nurturing environment where children develop foundational skills through 
structured play and child-led exploration. Following the UK Early Years Foundation Stage framework, 
our curriculum ensures a focus on communication and language, physical development, and personal, 
social, and emotional growth.   

Key Stage 1 (KS1) & Key Stage 2 (KS2):   

From Years 1 to 6, the UK National Curriculum is delivered, complemented by the White Rose 
Maths schemes of work and the International Primary Curriculum (IPC). We emphasise literacy 
development through the Talk for Writing approach, which fosters creativity and confidence in 
writing. Pupils engage in cross-curricular themes that deepen their understanding of global and local 
contexts. 

Key Stage 3 (KS3):   

In Years 7–9, pupils transition to the Cambridge curriculum, a globally recognised framework that 
prepares them for IGCSE and A-Level examinations. Specialist teachers bring expertise to subjects, 
enhancing the learning experience. Where there is no Cambridge Curriculum available, teachers 
align with UK curriculum expectations or relevant international guidance as approved in their 
departmental schemes of work.  

Key Stage 4 and 5 (KS4 and KS5):  

Pupils in Years 10–13 pursue the Cambridge iGCSEs and A-Levels, building on their academic 
strengths and personal interests. The curriculum emphasises academic rigour, independent thinking, 
and preparation for university and careers. 

Curriculum Overviews are available and updated at regular intervals with more in-depth information 
regarding each key stage. 

Inclusive Education   

We celebrate diversity and strive to meet the needs of all learners:   



- EAL (English as an Additional Language): Tailored support is provided by teachers, Learning 
Assistants (LAs), and a dedicated EAL team, which may include bespoke withdrawal sessions.   

- SEN (Special Educational Needs): Pupils benefit from individualised learning plans where 
appropriate, intervention strategies, and close collaboration with our SEN team to ensure every 
child thrives.   

Ignatian Pedagogy and Jesuit Virtues   

At the heart of our curriculum is the Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm:   

1. Context: Understanding each pupil’s unique background and learning needs.   

2. Experience: Engaging in meaningful, hands-on learning experiences.   

3. Reflection: Encouraging deep thinking about lessons learned and their application.   

4. Action: Applying knowledge in purposeful ways to benefit self and others.   

5. Evaluation: Assessing progress and growth holistically.   

Our pupils live out Jesuit virtues, including service, compassion, and humility, through daily actions 
and our bespoke service learning programme, fostering a “quant je puis” (as much as I can) mindset. 

Enriching the Curriculum   

Specialist teachers provide expertise in subjects such as art, music, drama, physical education, and 
modern foreign languages, ensuring pupils receive a broad, balanced, and stimulating education.   

Assessment and Celebration of Achievement   

We assess pupils’ progress through formative and summative assessments, encouraging growth and 
recognising effort and excellence.  Our learning environment celebrates individuality, teamwork, and 
the pursuit of personal bests. 

Together, we cultivate leaders of tomorrow who embody the Stonyhurst tradition of excellence, 
integrity, and service. 


