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1. Introduction:

Stonyhurst International School Penang is committed to ensuring all pupils can fully access our
curriculum, regardless of their English language proficiency. This policy outlines our approach
to supporting pupils with English as an Additional Language (EAL) in a way that promotes
inclusion, supports progress, and allows them to be as successful as possible in their academic
pursuits and be engaged participants in the learning process.

Where a pupil is identified as requiring internal support from the EAL department at the School
there will be an additional charge. EAL support is compulsory for pupils who have been
assessed as requiring additional support.

Our EAL provision ensures that pupils:

Are integrated into the classroom and wider school life,

Receive tailored support to meet their language acquisition needs,
Are monitored and assessed regularly using a consistent framework,
Benefit from a whole-school approach that values multilingualism.

2. Definition

EAL pupils are those who have been exposed to a language other than English at home. This
includes both pupils new to English and those developing academic fluency.

3. Rationale

We use the 5 Stage DfE Proficiency Scale for Language Acquisition as it provides practical “I
can...” statements to assess progress in listening, speaking, reading and writing. This framework
supports individualised targets, clear parent communication, and consistent, tailored support
across the school.

4. Aims
e Ensure EAL learners achieve fluency in listening, speaking, reading and writing.
e Equip class teachers and support staff to differentiate effectively.
e Promote equity, inclusion and academic achievement.
e Value and celebrate the linguistic and cultural diversity of our community.

5. Roles & Responsibilities



Role Key Responsibilities

Class Teacher Classroom differentiation, vocabulary scaffolds, inclusive planning
Learning In-class and small group support, modelling, prompting and reinforcing
Assistant strategies

EAL Teacher Initial assessments, targeted interventions, parent liaison, staff training

EAL Coordinator Provision mapping, CPD oversight, progress tracking, policy leadership

Parents Support language development at home, engage with school guidance

6. Admissions and Initial Assessment

Pre-admission pupils with a CAT4 verbal score below 95 or those identified during the interview
will be flagged for EAL support. Within their first weeks, they complete a Listening, Speaking,
Reading and Writing assessment based on the 5 Stage DfE Proficiency Scale. This assessment
will be the foundation for the individual EAL plan for each pupil, along with input, feedback and
support from subject/class teachers.

Where required, a conditional offer may be made, reviewed as the pupil progresses through the
English Language program. This may result in the offer being extended or withdrawn. Where
pupils have been identified as Stages 1, 2 or 3, outside tuition will be necessary to maximise
progress which will need to be submitted to the School.

7. Stages of Language Acquisition

The 5-stage DfE model is used for consistent assessment and reporting:

Stage Description Support iee
1-2Pre New to EnglishEarly 1:1 or small group withdrawal; classroom Yes
A1-A2 Acquisition scaffolding; visual aids

3B1 Developing Competence  Targeted vocabulary teaching; curriculum Yes

bridging support



4B2-C1 Competent Monitoring and occasional in-class support No

5C2 Fluent Full access to curriculum; no support needed  No

Exit from EAL support occurs once a pupil sustains Stage 5 attainment.

(See Appendix A for details of Stages)

8. Assessment & Reporting

Assessment profiles updated termly using “i can __ “ statements.
Evidence samples (reading, writing, oral rubric) are kept in individual pupil’s profiles of
competence.

e EAL progress reported to parents twice yearly; meetings available on request.

8. EAL Support Models

Push-in first: In-class support and co-teaching where possible.

Pull-out as needed: For targeted small group or individual work.

Outside providers will also be used.

Planning guidance: EAL staff collaborate with class teachers on strategies.
Resources: Pupils expected to bring translation tools if needed.

9. Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Multilingualism
Our school embraces the cultural richness of our community. Teachers are encouraged to:

Reference home languages and cultures in the classroom.

Celebrate international days and multilingualism.

Use inclusive displays and culturally responsive materials.

Our EAL curriculum, teaching and learning and assessment guidelines and strategies
align with those of the School’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Policy.



10. Parent Engagement

e Stage-specific resources shared to support home learning.
e Regular EAL PPTCs to update parents..
e Recommendations for accessible online tools to supplement external tuition.

11. Professional Development

e Regular CPD sessions on EAL-inclusive practice.
e Shared planning and model lesson support from EAL staff.
e Access to shared resources and guidance via staff drive.

12. Fees & Registration

e The EAL program will be requested through Admissions.
e Fees for Stages 1-3 support will be invoiced through Finance.

13. Linked Policies

e Admissions Policy
e Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Policy
e Teaching and Learning Policy



APPENDIX A
Our 5 Stage Model for Language Acquisition (DfE Proficiency scale)

Stage 1 and 2 (CEFR Pre A1-A2)
New to English and Early Acquisition

A child may:
e Use the first language for learning and other purposes.
Remain silent in the classroom.
Copy/repeat some words and phrases.
Understand some everyday English expressions but have minimal or no English literacy.
Follow day-to-day social communication in English.
Begin to use spoken English for social purposes.
Understand simple instructions and follow narrative/ accounts with visual support.
Develop some skills in reading and writing.
Become familiar with some subject specific vocabulary.

A child at this stage needs significant support; in and out of the classroom/lessons with one of
the EAL teachers, an EAL teacher from Enhance (Year 4 upwards) and/or a Learning Assistant.
pupils may be withdrawn from certain subjects to receive this individual support. In the Junior
School, this includes the main English lesson, where the focus is on English Language Learning
rather than the UK national curriculum.

An additional fee is required for pupils whilst in these stages.

Stage 3 (CEFR B1)
Developing Competence

A child may:
e Participate in learning activities with increasing independence.
e Express themselves orally in English but structural inaccuracies are still apparent.
e Requires ongoing support in literacy, particularly for understanding text and writing.
e Follow abstract concepts and more complex written English.

A child at this stage requires support to access the curriculum fully. A child at this stage needs
significant support; in and out of the classroom/lessons with one of the EAL teachers and/or a
Learning Assistant. pupils may be withdrawn from certain subjects to receive this individual
support. The support will largely focus on pre-teaching vocabulary, targeting particular missing
gaps and bridging the gap so that the can become an independent learning.

An additional fee is required for pupils whilst in these stages.

Stage 4 (CEFR B2-C1)
Competent

A child may:
e Developing oral English well, allowing successful engagement in activities across the
curriculum.
e Read and understand a wide variety of text.
e Written English may lack complexity.
e Demonstrate evidence of errors in grammatical structure.

A child at this stage needs support to access subtle nuances of meaning, to refine English usage,
and to develop abstract vocabulary. In the Junior School these pupils will be monitored by the



EAL team. In class support/differentiation will be provided as needed, but the need should not
be extensive.

In the Senior School pupils will be monitored by the EAL team and may require to still be
withdrawn from some subjects for group support.
No fee will be applied.

No fee will be applied. However, it may be recommended that parents continue with some
outside tuition. This will ensure that the pupils’ English skills continue to develop at the fastest
rate.

Stage 5 (CEFR C2)
Fluent

A child at this stage can operate across the curriculum to a level of competence equivalent to
that of a pupil who uses English as his/her first language.

Therefore, a child on Stage 5 will exit the EAL support programme.
At this stage pupils will be removed from ISAMs identification.
No fee is applied.

Registration and Fees:
The EAL Programme fee will be requested through the Admissions and Finance departments at
the School.

Related Policies:
> Admissions Policy
> Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Policy
> Teaching and Learning Policy
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