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Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy

I. Statement of Intent

Stonyhurst International School Penang is a values-led, inclusive mainstream school rooted in the Ignatian
tradition. Guided by Quantum Je Puis (‘as much as | can”), we seek to ensure that every pupil is known,

valued and supported to flourish academically, socially and emotionally.

We welcome pupils with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) where we believe, in good faith,
that the school can meet their needs safely, appropriately and sustainably. Our approach is not academically
selective; rather, it is centred on ensuring that we can provide the right environment for each child and for

the wider school community.

2. Definition of SEND

A pupil is considered to have SEND if they have a learning difficulty or disability which requires special
educational provision that is additional to or different from that generally provided for pupils of the same age

in 2 mainstream school.

3. Partnership with Families

Effective SEND provision depends on a strong, open partnership between school and home. Parents are
expected to:

e Fully disclose any identified or suspected SEND at the point of application and throughout a pupil’s
enrolment;
e Share all relevant professional reports and recommendations;

e Engage constructively with the school and external professionals.

Where the school recommends assessment by an appropriately qualified professional, parents are expected
to obtain an assessment that addresses the concerns identified by the school. The school may request
further assessment where a report does not adequately consider the areas of concern identified by school

staff or where significant concerns remain despite the findings of an external report.

Where parents decline recommended assessment, fail to provide appropriate professional evidence, or
choose not to implement recommendations that the school considers necessary for the pupil to access
learning safely and successfully, the school may conclude that it is unable to meet the pupil's needs within its

mainstream provision. This may result in a review of the pupil's continued enrolment.

4. Nature and Limits of SEND Provision



Stonyhurst International School Penang is a mainstream school and does not operate as a specialist SEND
setting. While we make reasonable adjustments and adapt our curriculum where possible, our provision is

limited by staffing, expertise and resources.
Accordingly:

e SEND places are limited and offered only where the school believes it can meet a pupil’s needs;

e Some SEND interventions may be offered at an additional cost to parents;

® In certain cases, a pupil may require a |:| shadow aide. Where this is deemed necessary, this
provision will be funded by parents.

The school reserves the right to recommend external assessment to better understand a pupil’s needs.
Where such assessment is recommended, the school expects to be appropriately involved in the process,
including contributing relevant teacher observations of learning, behaviour and wellbeing to help inform the

assessment.

Following assessment, the school may determine that a pupil requires additional provision in order to access
the curriculum safely and successfully. This may include Learning Support, specialist intervention, adjustments

to the timetable, or the provision of a dedicated |:| shadow aide.

Where the school determines that such provision is necessary for a pupil to remain safely and successfully in
the school, parents will be expected to fund any agreed additional provision, including Learning Support fees
or a parent-funded |:| shadow aide where required.

If parents decline, delay or subsequently withdraw provision that the school considers essential, the school
will review whether it can continue to meet the pupil's needs within its mainstream setting. Continued

enrolment cannot be guaranteed where the required provision is not in place.

5. Teaching, Learning and Support

High-quality, differentiated classroom teaching is the first response to SEND. Support follows a graduated
approach of assess, plan, do and review, coordinated by the Head of Learning Support in collaboration with

class teachers, Learning Support teachers, parents and, where appropriate, external professionals.

At Stonyhurst International School Penang, the Head of Learning Support and Learning Support teachers
work across both SEND and English as an Additional Language (EAL). This integrated approach ensures that
language development, learning needs and underlying barriers to progress are considered holistically, avoiding

unnecessary labelling and supporting pupils more effectively.

Learning Passports and Individual Support Planning

For pupils identified as having SEND and/or significant additional learning needs, the school may use a
Learning Passport (also referred to as a Pupil Profile) to support consistent inclusive practice. Learning
Passports provide a concise overview of a pupil’s strengths, needs and agreed classroom strategies and are

shared with relevant teaching and support staff to promote consistency and inclusion.



The school aims to prioritise practical strategies for success within the classroom rather than unnecessary
formal documentation. As such, Individual Education Plans (IEPs) are used selectively and only where
appropriate. |IEPs may be implemented for pupils receiving paid Learning Support for SEND (not EAL) who
are working significantly below age-related expectations. In these cases, |[EPs focus on clear, measurable

targets and time-limited outcomes.

Learning Passports and |EPs are reviewed regularly as part of the graduated response. They do not replace
professional reports or formal diagnoses. Where a pupil requires an intensity of provision that cannot
reasonably be delivered within a mainstream inclusive setting, the school may determine that it is not the
most suitable environment for that pupil, in line with Malaysian regulations and British Schools Overseas
(BSO) expectations.

All teaching and support staff receive regular professional development relating to SEND, neurodiversity and

inclusive classroom practice to ensure that pupils’ needs are met consistently across the school.

6. Access Arrangements and External Examinations

Early identification and communication are essential to ensure that pupils with SEND are supported
effectively. Parents are expected to share all concerns, relevant assessments and Educational Psychologist

reports with the Academic and Learning Support Teams as early as possible.

Where appropriate, the school will support pupils with SEND in applying for access arrangements for
external examinations, including iGCSE and A Level qualifications, in line with examination board regulations.
Such arrangements are granted to ensure fair access rather than advantage and are dependent on
appropriate evidence, a pupil’s normal way of working, timely submission of documentation, and regulatory

approval.

7. Behaviour, Wellbeing and Safety

All pupils are expected to engage positively with the school’s behaviour expectations, with reasonable
adjustments made where appropriate. Where professional evidence does not identify a need requiring
additional adjustments, pupils will be expected to meet the school's published academic, behavioural and
pastoral expectations applicable to all pupils. Where an SEND is identified, it does not remove the school’s
responsibility to safeguard the wellbeing, learning and safety of all pupils.

Where significant concerns arise regarding a pupil's behaviour, wellbeing or ability to access learning, the
school may undertake an individual risk assessment. This assessment may consider the safety and wellbeing of
the pupil, other pupils and staff, together with the school's ability to implement appropriate control measures

within a mainstream setting.

If, following reasonable adjustments and implementation of recommended support, the school concludes that
the level of risk cannot be managed appropriately or that the pupil's needs exceed the provision reasonably

available, the school may determine that continued placement is no longer appropriate.



8. Governance and Review

The SEND policy and provision are overseen by the Senior Leadership Team and monitored by the
Governing Body. This policy is reviewed regularly to ensure compliance with British Schools Overseas (BSO)

expectations and best practice.

This policy should be read in conjunction with the Admissions, Behaviour, Safeguarding, Accessibility and

Complaints Policies.
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