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Purpose:​
This policy outlines the expectations and procedures for pupil graduation at 
Stonyhurst International School Penang. It ensures clarity for pupils, families, and 
staff regarding the endpoint of a pupil’s academic journey at the school and their 
transition to the alumni community. 
1. Graduation Year 

Stonyhurst International School Penang provides education from Early Years through to the 
completion of Year 13. The academic programme is designed to culminate at the end of Year 13, 
typically when pupils complete their A-Level qualifications or a bespoke, individualised programme. 

All pupils are expected to graduate and leave the school at the end of Year 13. 

2. Eligibility for Graduation 

To graduate from Stonyhurst International School Penang, pupils must: 

●​ Successfully complete the school’s Year 13 academic programme, including all required 
assessments and coursework.​
 

●​ Meet the attendance and behavioural standards set by the school.​
 

●​ Fulfil any outstanding school obligations, including the return of all school property and 
settlement of financial accounts.​
 

3. Post-Year 13 Enrolment 

Re-enrolment beyond Year 13 is not offered. In exceptional circumstances where a pupil requires 
additional time to complete A-Level qualifications (e.g., due to medical or personal disruptions), this 
will be considered on a case-by-case basis with the approval of the Principal. 

4. Fee Structure in Examination Years (Year 11 and Year 13) 

In key examination years—Year 11 (iGCSE) and Year 13 (A-Level)—school fees are charged based on 
the full academic year of study. These year groups follow externally assessed programmes, and the 
associated fees reflect the complete course of study rather than the amount of in-person teaching or 
timetable contact in any given term. 

During the examination period, it is normal for pupils to have reduced timetables, partial-day 
attendance, or to finish the academic year earlier once their examinations are complete. However, 
the annual fee for these year groups remains unchanged. The option for termly fee payments is 
simply a flexible payment schedule for families, and does not represent payment for that individual 
term’s specific teaching hours or curriculum content. 

This structure ensures continuity of academic provision, staffing, and examination preparation for all 
pupils enrolled in these critical stages. 

4. Graduation Ceremony and Documentation 



Graduating pupils will be formally recognised during the school’s annual graduation ceremony. Upon 
completion of Year 13 and fulfilment of the above criteria, pupils will receive: 

●​ A Stonyhurst International School Penang Graduation Certificate​
 

●​ Academic transcripts and examination results, as applicable​
 

5. Support for Transition 

The school supports graduating pupils in their transition to university or other post-secondary 
pathways. This includes: 

●​ University and careers counselling​
 

●​ References and official documentation​
 

●​ Alumni engagement and access to the OS (Old Stonyhurst) network​
 

6. Leavers vs Graduates 

Pupils who leave the school before completing Year 13 are considered leavers and do not 
automatically graduate. These pupils will not receive the same status, recognition, or graduation 
documentation as those who successfully complete the Year 13 programme. 

Year 11 is a common transition point at which some pupils choose to pursue alternative study 
pathways. These pupils are still considered leavers and must submit a withdrawal form one term in 
advance, in accordance with school policy. Submission of the withdrawal form is essential for 
processing the refund of the school security deposit. 

While Year 11 pupils do not receive a graduation certificate, they will be issued a School Leavers 
Certificate, along with their official iGCSE examination certificates once these are released by the 
examination board. 

Leavers may be recognised as Old Stonyhurstians (OS) at the discretion of the Principal, provided 
they leave in good standing and have made a meaningful contribution to the school community. 

7. Alumni Status – Old Stonyhurstians (OS) 

All pupils who graduate from Stonyhurst International School Penang at the end of Year 13 
automatically become members of the Old Stonyhurstian (OS) alumni community. This global 
network provides opportunities for continued connection, professional networking, and future 
school involvement. 

Review and Approval​
This policy is reviewed annually by the Senior Leadership Team and approved by the Principal. 
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