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1. Purpose 
Stonyhurst International School Penang is committed to ensuring that pupils with English as an 
Additional Language (EAL) can access the curriculum and make appropriate academic progress. 
EAL support is determined by the School according to each pupil's individual needs. Where the 
School determines that EAL support is required, participation is compulsory and may form a 
condition of the pupil's offer or continued enrolment. 
Developing academic proficiency in an additional language takes time and varies considerably 
between pupils. Research commonly indicates that academic proficiency may take approximately five 
to seven years to develop. The length and intensity of EAL support provided by the School will 
therefore vary according to individual need and progress. 

2. Admissions and Assessment 
Pupils may be identified as requiring EAL support through the admissions process, initial or ongoing 
assessment, teacher observation or their subsequent progress in school. Where an EAL need was 
not identified at admission but becomes apparent after enrolment, the School may require the pupil 
to undertake EAL provision at any point during their enrolment. This provision will be compulsory 
where determined necessary by the School and the applicable Learning Support Fee will become 
payable. 
Pre-admission pupils with a CAT4 Verbal score below 95, or where concerns are identified during 
the admissions process, may be referred for further EAL assessment. 
Following admission, pupils are assessed and monitored using the School's five-stage language 
acquisition framework. Provision may include: 
●​ targeted individual or small-group EAL teaching; 
●​ withdrawal from selected curriculum lessons; 
●​ in-class support and differentiation; and 
●​ monitoring as pupils move towards independent access to the curriculum. 
Provision is determined by the School and may change as the pupil progresses. 

3. Conditional Offers and Additional Support 
Where EAL provision is determined to be required, either at admission or subsequently, parents are 
required to support the provision identified by the School. Where applicable, this requirement will 
form a condition of the pupil's offer or continued enrolment. 
For pupils with very limited English, the School may also require attendance at an approved external 
English-language programme or tuition in addition to the support provided during the school day. 
Evidence of participation and/or progress may be required. 
For other pupils, external English tuition may be recommended rather than required. 
Failure to participate in required EAL provision, including any mandatory external provision; failure 
to pay the applicable fees when due; or failure to make sufficient progress where the School’s 
recommendations have not been followed may result in the pupil’s place being reviewed in 
accordance with the Admissions Policy and other relevant School policies. This may include 
suspension or withdrawal of the pupil’s place. 



4. EAL Stages and Support 

Stage Indicative CEFR Description School EAL Fee 

1-2 Pre-A1-A2 

New to English / Early 
Acquisition. Significant 
targeted support 
required. 

Yes 

3 B1 

Developing Competence. 
Targeted support 
required to access the 
curriculum increasingly 
independently. 

Yes 

4 B2-C1 
Competent. Monitoring 
and classroom support as 
required. 

No* 

5 C2 
Fluent. Able to access 
the curriculum 
independently. 

No 

* Where a pupil continues to require significant individualised learning support beyond EAL 
provision, the School may determine that continued Learning Support provision and the associated 
annual fee are required. This will be discussed with parents and may form part of the conditions of 
continued enrolment. 

Movement between stages is based on assessment, classroom performance and evidence of the 
pupil's ability to access the curriculum, rather than time spent within the programme. 

5. Fees 
The annual Learning Support Fee for pupils requiring chargeable EAL provision is RM2,500. 
●​ The full RM2,500 annual fee is charged when a pupil first commences chargeable 

EAL provision, irrespective of the point in the academic year at which support 
begins. The joining-year fee is not prorated. 

●​ The fee is non-refundable. 
●​ Where a pupil commenced chargeable EAL provision partway through the preceding academic 

year and continues to require it in the following academic year, the School may, at its discretion, 
apply a reduced fee in that following year to recognise the period of provision received during 
the joining year. 

●​ Any such reduction is determined by the School and does not constitute a refund, credit or 
entitlement to a prorated joining-year fee. 

●​ Fees cannot be transferred or assigned to another pupil, including a sibling. 
●​ Where chargeable support continues into subsequent academic years, the annual Learning 

Support Fee remains payable unless the School confirms otherwise. 
Admissions will identify pupils requiring chargeable EAL provision and Finance will invoice according 
to the above arrangements. 



6. Progress and Exit 
EAL progress is monitored regularly and communicated to parents. 
Pupils move through the stages according to demonstrated language proficiency and their ability to 
access the curriculum. Pupils normally exit specific EAL provision when they can access learning 
independently without additional EAL intervention. 
Where concerns remain regarding a pupil's wider learning needs, further assessment or Learning 
Support may be recommended or required. 

7. Responsibilities 
The School will assess, provide for and monitor pupils requiring EAL support. Classroom teachers 
will provide appropriate differentiation and language support across the curriculum. 
Parents are expected to engage with the School's EAL provision, support language development 
outside school and comply with any EAL provision or external support identified as a condition of 
enrolment. 

8. Related Policies 
●​ Admissions Policy 
●​ Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Policy 
●​ Teaching and Learning Policy 
●​ Terms and Conditions / relevant enrolment policies 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDIX A 
 

Our 5 Stage Model for Language Acquisition (DfE Proficiency scale) 

Stage 1 and 2 (CEFR Pre A1-A2) 
New to English and Early Acquisition 

A child may: 
●​ Use the first language for learning and other purposes. 
●​ Remain silent in the classroom. 
●​ Copy/repeat some words and phrases. 
●​ Understand some everyday English expressions but have minimal or no English literacy. 
●​ Follow day-to-day social communication in English. 
●​ Begin to use spoken English for social purposes. 
●​ Understand simple instructions and follow narrative/ accounts with visual support. 
●​ Develop some skills in reading and writing.  
●​ Become familiar with some subject specific vocabulary. 

 
A child at this stage needs significant support; in and out of the classroom/lessons with one of the 
EAL teachers, an EAL teacher from Enhance (Year 4 upwards) and/or a Learning Assistant. Pupils 
may be withdrawn from certain subjects to receive this individual support. In the Junior School, this 
includes the main English lesson, where the focus is on English Language Learning rather than the UK 
national curriculum. 
 
An additional fee is required for pupils whilst in these stages.  
 
Stage 3 (CEFR B1) 
Developing Competence  

A child may: 
●​ Participate in learning activities with increasing independence.  
●​ Express themselves orally in English but structural inaccuracies are still apparent.  
●​ Requires ongoing support in literacy, particularly for understanding text and writing. 
●​ Follow abstract concepts and more complex written English.  

 
A child at this stage requires support to access the curriculum fully. A child at this stage needs 
significant support; in and out of the classroom/lessons with one of the EAL teachers and/or a 
Learning Assistant. Pupils may be withdrawn from certain subjects to receive this individual support. 
The support will largely focus on pre-teaching vocabulary, targeting particular missing gaps and 
bridging the gap so that the can become an independent learning. 
 
An additional fee is required for pupils whilst in these stages.  
 
Stage 4 (CEFR B2-C1) 
Competent 

A child may: 



●​ Developing oral English well, allowing successful engagement in activities across the 
curriculum. 

●​ Read and understand a wide variety of text. 
●​ Written English may lack complexity.  
●​ Demonstrate evidence of errors in grammatical structure.  

 
A child at this stage needs support to access subtle nuances of meaning, to refine English usage, and 
to develop abstract vocabulary. In the Junior School these pupils will be monitored by the EAL team. 
In class support/differentiation will be provided as needed, but the need should not be extensive.  
 
In the Senior School pupils will be monitored by the EAL team and may require to still be withdrawn 
from some subjects for group support.  
No fee will be applied.   
 
No fee will be applied.  However, it may be recommended that parents continue with some outside 
tuition. This will ensure that the pupils’ English skills continue to develop at the fastest rate. 
 
Stage 5 (CEFR C2) 
Fluent 

A child at this stage can operate across the curriculum to a level of competence equivalent to that of 
a pupil who uses English as his/her first language.  
 
Therefore, a child on Stage 5 will exit the EAL support programme.  
At this stage pupils will be removed from ISAMs identification.  
No fee is applied.  
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